OUR L[ADY OF HOPE AND ST BRIGID SCHOOL
A JESUIT MINISTRY
OCTOBER 03 / OCTOBER 04

Welcoming
Our Lady of Hope seeks to be a welcoming parish. All are welcome here:
long-time parishioners, new arrivals, those seeking a spiritual home, those who have
been away, members of the LGBTQIA+ community, new Mainers, immigrants, and
those who may be separated or divorced.
We are all God's children. All welcome.

Pastoral Office, 492 Ocean Avenue, Portland, ME 04103-4936 207-797-7026
email: ourladyofhope@portlanddiocese.org
Office hours are Monday-Thursday 8:30 AM-4:30 PM; Friday 8:30 AM -Noon.
Phone messages left at any time are returned as soon as possible.
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Fr. John Michalowski S.J. Fr. Larry Sm'ith s Fr. Brian Conley S.J. Den. John McAuliffe
Pastoral Administrator Priest In Residence Superior
Jane Driscoll
Pastoral Life & Linda McCormack William Burke
Communications Administrative Andrew Litcher school Principal Barbara Vassallo
Director Assistant Business Office Spiritual Animator - SBS

Jesuit Community of Maine: Frs. John and Larry - Our Lady of Hope Priests
Fr. Brian Conley S.J.- Jesuit Community Superior, Chaplain to faculty at Cheverus,

Pastoral Staff

i i - Finance Council
Fr'ﬁ’;?g,ﬂ'i%%?mzﬂét%f' Chris Jerome, Bill Green, Charlie Noyes,
Fr. Larry Smith, S.J.- Priest in Residence Barbara Willey, Anne Campbell, Amy Downs

Rev. Mr. John McAuliffe, Deacon
Pastoral Council

Parish Musicians Jon Hartford, Dina McKelvy, Geoffrey Korper,
Nancy Curran, Joan Dube, Joanne McCarthy, Bill Hermann, Roger Berube,
Tom Luna, Lori Arsenault Bronislaw Grala, Joe Williams, Judi Austin,

Ron Hawkes, James Lorie, John Mullen, Sarah
Smith, Lauren Tigerman, Paul Tyson

Office Staff OLHPCouncil@gmail.com

Jane Driscoll -

Pastoral Life & Communications Director
Linda McCormack -
Administrative Assistant
Andrew Litcher - Business Office

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call the Pastoral Office at 207-797-7026
to register for pre-baptism class

Sacrament of Marriage
Faith Formation - Couples should contact the Pastoral Office
https://ladyofhopemaine.org/faith-formation/ at least six months in advance.

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday - St. Pius X Church 3:00 to 3:30 PM or by Appointment

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (O.C.I.A.)
OCIA Core Team: Father John Michalowski S.J.

Daily Mass Schedule - Saturday (10/03) - Saturday (10/10)
All Masses celebrated at St. Pius X Church are livestreamed, available at the parish website

2026 Mass Book and Candle Requests

Requests for Mass Intentions can be made at the Parish Office either in person or by phone
(207-797-7026). Requests for candles (sanctuary candles or the Mary or Joseph candles) are also made
through the Parish Office.

Church Candles

Sanctuary Candle
Dianne Rodrigue by the Family

Mary Candle St. Joseph Candle
Mark Regis McKenzie Catherine Francoeur

10/04/2026 to 10/10/2026

www.ladyofhopemaine.org
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SAT. Oct-03
The deceased members of the Leblond Family including
4:30 PM Fred, Ferne & Their Son David by Denise Lauze Fr. John
SUN. Oct-04
7:30 AM For The People of the Parish both Living & Deceased Fr. Larry
9:30 AM Donald Tooley by The Shaffer Family Fr. John
5:00 PM Peter Manning by John & Judi Austin Fr. Larry
MON. Oct-05 9:00 AM Dorc?thy, Norma'nd, Ronald & Priscilla Charpentier Fr. Larry
by Tina Charpentier
TUE. Oct-06 9:00 AM Carole O. Welch Fr. John
WED. Oct-07 9:00 AM Edward L. Train by Marie Ascanio & Family Fr. John
THU. Oct-08 9:00 AM Sharon Robbins by Helen Stanbro Fr. Larry
FRI. Oct-09 9:00 AM Rose P. Carter by Mary & Jim Fr. John
SAT. Oct-10
4:30 PM  [Jeannette Dillihunt by John and Judy Laplante Fr. Brian
SUN. Oct-11 TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
7:30 AM Rose P. Carter by Mark & Roberta Hutchins Fr. John
9:30 AM Mary Lussier by Maurice Lussier Fr. Larry
~5:00 PM For The People of the Parish both Living & Deceased Fr. John
Mass Attendance Weekend of 09/19-09/20 Online Attendance Weekend of 09/19- 09/20
04:30 PM| 175 |07:30 AM 116 04:30PM | 24 ]07:30 AM 10
09:30 AM| 240 |05:00 PM 116 09:30 AM ] 23 |05:00 PM 13
Total 647 Total 70

Our Lady of Hope Sebastian Rasle, SJ
Prayer Circle October 2026 Prayer Intentions
St. Ignatius said we should work as though it all depended on us and pray as though it all depends on God. | hope
these Prayer Circle intentions can be an expression of our awareness of our need for God’s grace. Praying for our
parish and world is an important ministry and one that some of us who are not able, because of time, or health
or other limits, to be active in other ways. Thanks for your prayers for our parish and school and the world.

1. For the spiritual health, vitality, and financial support of Our Lady of Hope Parish and St. Brigid School.

2. Pope Leo's prayer intention For mental health ministry. Let us pray that the mental health ministry be
established throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons with
mental illnesses.

3. As we enter the Season of Creation from September 1St to October 4th, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi,
let us reflect again on what the Church through Pope Francis and the members of the Papal Academy of
Science have shared with us about our need to care for all of creation. "Contrary to the technocratic
paradigm, we say that the world that surrounds us is not an object of exploitation, unbridled use or
unlimited ambition. ... [Rather] we are part of nature, included in it and thus in constant interaction with
it." (Laudato Si, #139). "That we are capable of science and technology shows the creative role we can
play in your creation, God. ...we forget that we belong to and depend on nature. The quest for power and
the fulfillment of short- term needs may lead us astray and cause us to overlook long-term
consequences. We pray: teach us humility, our roots in the Earth, in the cosmos. That we may use our
science and technology in the service of a sustainable future for our world. We ask this through Jesus...
Amen. "

If you are on Facebook, please "like" and follow our primary page:
Our Lady of Hope Parish - St. Pius X Church.
We're further developing that page as another door of welcome into our parish.
Check out our Facebook page or our Instagram OurLadyOfHopeMaine

www.ladyofhopemaine.org
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Finance and Administration

Weekly Offertory Report
Your Gifts of Stewardship
September 19, 2026 / September 20, 2026
First Collection - $5,426.75 envelopes - 70
Second Collection Parish - $635.00 envelopes - 48
Second Collection Diocese — $ envelopes -
Online (1°'Collection Parish)- $3,373.13 Users — 80
Online (2" Collection Parish) - $262.02 Users — 17
Online (2™ Collection Diocesan) - $ Users —

TOTAL Parish First Collection - $8,799.88

THANK YOU for your {_generosity—God Bless

Parish Support - The weekly offering in this parish is

received in gifts baskets available at each church

door. We do not pass the basket during Mass. Your

presence and your financial support enables this
parish to live and serve. Thank you for your
generosity. Itis also possible to make your
contribution to the parish via online program.

August 2026
Parish Poor Box Collection
$2,668.32 - Sacred Heart / St. Dominic Food Pantry
Wayside Soup Kitchen - September

Coming 2nd Collections
Oct. 03/Oct. 04 - Matthew 25
Oct. 10/Oct. 11 - Catastrophic Assistance
Oct. 17/0Oct. 18 - Mission Sunday

Oct. 24/0ct. 25 - Fuel and Energy Fund

++++ This Week's Upcoming Events ++++
Saturday October-03 - | Blessing of the Animals - 10:00 PM - St. Pius X Church
Saturday October-03 - ]| Reconciliation - 3:00 PM - St. Pius X Church
Saturday October-03 - | Meet and Greet - 5:30 PM - Parish Hall
Sunday October-04 - | Meet and Greet - 7:30 AM - Parish Hall
Sunday October-04 - | Pancake Breakfast after the 09:30 AM Mass - Parish Hall
Sunday October-04 - | Parish Wide Family Welcome Gathering - 3:00 PM - Parish Hall
Sunday October-04 - | Meet and Greet - 5:30 PM - Parish Hall
Tuesday October-06 - | Knights of Columbus Council 101 - 7:00 PM - Parish Hall
Thursday October-08 Sandwich Making for Hope Squad - 9:30 AM - Parish Hall
Thursday October-08 - | Welcome Ministry Meeting - 7:00 PM - Parish Hall
Saturday October-10 - | Reconciliation - 3:00 PM - St. Pius X Church
Sunday October-11 - | Women's Fellowship -11:00 AM - Parish Hall
Scripture and Observances for October 04,2026 Week Scripture and Observances for October 04,2026 Week

04 | Sun | Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 08 St. John Leonardi

Is 5:1-7/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43 Gal 3:1-5/Lk 11:5-13
05 |Mon | St. Faustina Kowalska, Virgin 09 | Fri | St. Denis, Bishop, and Companions

Gal 1:6-12/Lk 10:25-37 Gal 3:7-14/Lk 11:15-26
06 | Tue | St. Bruno, Priest 10 | Sat | St. Francis Borgia

Gal 1:13-24/Lk 10:38-42 Gal 3:22-29/1k 11:27-28
07 Our Lady of the Rosary 11 | Sun | Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/1k 11:1-4 s 25:6-10a/Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14

Pancake Breakfast
The Knights of Columbus are serving a Pancake

Breakfast after the 09:30 AM Mass on this weekend

- October 04" and November 08" part of the
parish's Meet and Greet. All are welcome.

www.ladyofhopemaine.org
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Jewelry Table
This year, the Festival of Trees is
continuing with the sparkle and shine of a
jewelry table. Can you look through your
jewelry boxes and consider donating
pieces which you are willing to share with
others who may want to update their look
for the holidays or might be looking for
the perfect vintage gift for someone
special? Your thoughtful contributions will
make searching through this table for the
perfect earrings, bracelet, pendant or
necklace great fun! Contributions can be

left in a basket at the rear of the church through the end of November. Thank you for your generosity!

Tis the season to make items for the Festival of Trees

Hats, mittens, for adults and children - baby items,
too all are popular. Need yarn? Help yourself to yarn
in the back of the church! Have yarn? Please add it to
the wicker hamper

Thank You

Sharon Noyes and Denise Lowsure

www.ladyofhopemaine.org
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The Month fhead..
a‘t OCTOBER 2026

Ouwr Zady of Hope

Adoration and Holy Hour October 2™ 3:00 PM - St. Pius X Church

| Blessing of the Animals October 3" 10:00 AM - Outside St. Pius X Church
Meet & Greet October 31 after 4:30 PM Mass - Parish Hall
Meet & Greet October 4™ after 7:30 AM Mass - Parish Ha
Pancake Breakfast October 4™ after 9:30 AM Mass - Parish Ha
Family Faith Formation All Ages October 4™ 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM - Parish Hal
Knights of Columbus Council 101 October 6™ 7:00 PM - Parish Hall
Via Cohort October 6™ 6:30 PM - Parish Hall Main Room
Sandwich Making for Hope Squad October 8" 9:30 AM - Parish Ha
Welcoming Ministry October 8" 7:00 PM - Parish Hall
Women's Fellowship Luncheon October 11" Noon - Parish Hall
Knights of Columbus Assembly 337 October 12" 7:00 PM - Parish Ha
Vesper Time Book Group October 14" 1:00 PM - Parish Ha
Pastoral Council October 14 7:00 PM - Parish Ha
Social Justice & Peace Ministry October 15t 7:00 PM - Parish Ha
St. Brigid Harvest Fair October 17 11:00 AM -3:00 PM St. Brigid School
Young Adult Young Family Ministry October 18" after 9:30 PM Mass - Parish Hall
Vesper Time Book Group October 21+ 1:00 PM - Parish Hall
St. Brigid School Trunk or Treat October 24" 5:30 - 7:30 SBS Parking Lot
Vesper Time Book Group _ October 28 1:00 PM - Parish Hall

What Is an ACTS Retreat?

An ACTS Retreat is a 3-day, 3-night parish-based retreat that
offers parishioners the opportunity to experience the love of
Jesus Christ in a deep, profound way. ACTS Retreats are given by
lay parishioners for fellow parishioners, and serve to build
Christian community within the parish. The weekend is an
opportunity to strengthen your faith, renew yourself spiritually, and create strong friendships.

ACTS stands for: Adoration and prayer; Community, awareness of one’s identity as a member of the
Body of Christ; Theology, encouraging more study of our faith and God's Word; and promoting the virtue
of Service to our Lord and one another. The ACTS Ministry is flourishing at several parishes across
Maine; this retreat is a collaboration between Our Lady of Hope Parish and Parish of the Holy Eucharist.

Reserve your spot today for this special weekend! Our Men’s Retreat will be held Thursday evening,
November 5, to Sunday morning, November 8, at a beautiful retreat center in Winthrop. Retreat cost is
$205. Travel to the retreat center and all meals are included. Cost should not be an obstacle; scholarship
funds are available. For more information and to register, visit https://pothe.org/acts-retreat or contact
Paul LeBlond at 207-253-9856.

St. Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen

We are in need of adult clothing, especially needed are Men's shirts and pants of all sizes.
Clothes should be clean and in good condi- tion. There is a box at the back of the church to
put items into. Thank you for supporting our mission.

www.ladyofhopemaine.org
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Look not to our weaknesses but look to Jesus.

Over a month ago | was asked to celebrate Mass for the Religious of Our Lady of the Holy
Rosary on the feast of their foundress, Blessed Elisabeth Turgeon. The following is a reworking of my
homily.

Blessed Elisabeth (1840-1881) grew up in Quebec and trained as a teacher. Unfortunately, her
health was fragile, and when she became a principal, she had to step down because of her health. Yet
she had a heart for the children and understood Jesus when he said, “Let the children come to me; do
not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” (Mark 10:14). When her former
professor was appointed the Bishop of Rimouski in the Gaspe Peninsula, he asked Elisabeth to found a
school for the poor children who had no education for the area had no schools. Citing her fragile health,
she turned him down. Bishop Langevin asked her again a year later and again she looked to her frequent
sicknesses and said, No.” A third time he asked her and this time she looked not to her weaknesses but
to Christ. If this was his will, he would help her to do what was necessary.

She began gathering some other women to help her with the school and asked the bishop to let
them form a religious congregation. This time he said, “No.” She began the work with the women. They
had to face both the extreme poverty of the people and the attitude of many of the owners of the
fishing fleets. One, Phillipe Robins, said that the people needed no education for how would that
improve their fishing. The women began their work anyway founding first one, then two and three
schools to bring literacy to the children. Elisabeth asked the bishop again if they could form a religious
congregation and the bishop took it to prayer. The Lord moved his heart and a congregation was
formed. Blessed Elisabeth died a few years later. Her work was done and the Lord was her reward.

Clearly, she lived out the advice that St. Paul gives to all of us in Colossians 3:12-13. “Put on then,
as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another... And over all these put on love, that is,
the bond of perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were
called in one body.” We are all called to grow in these ways, to trust that if God calls us to do something,
that he will give us the grace to follow through. Let us look not to our weakness, but to Christ’s love. As
Blessed Elisabeth, St. Peter, and St. Ignatius learned, with God wonderous things are possible.

~ Fr. John Michalowski, S.J.

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

Please don't buy your Christmas cards now! The Knights
of Columbus will be selling religious cards, as usual, at
all masses on November 7% - 8™ and again on December
5t - 6, Keep Christ in Christmas and help the Knights
to do good work in our Church and Community! Thank
you!"

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: October 4, 2026 - "The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone." (Matthew 21:42) Jesus, the cornerstone, calls us to build His Church. In holy
matrimony, couples become cornerstones of love and faith for a family. Have you talked to your children
about their vocation? Pray with them and walk alongside them as they discern how God may be calling

them to build up God’s Church.

www.ladyofhopemaine.org
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THANK YOU

To Our Lady of hope Parish,
Thank You for your generous gift of $569.41 to Project Feed. Your contribution will help

us to meet the needs of struggling members of our community who depend on us. Your
support is truly appreciated.

September Bake Sale a Delicious Success

Thanks to the bakers (Joy, Scott, Claire, Fr. Brian, Alicia) and the buyers
(parishioners and friends) Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is receiving $1,119 from
Our Lady of Hope. The funds are designated to benefit the support that CRS is
providing to individuals and families whose lives have been devasted by the recent
earthquakes in Venezeula, Colombia, and Indonesia. Thank you for your warm-
hearted responses to our neighbors in need!

www.ladyofhopemaine.org
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St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day October 4

The popular image of St. Francis of Assisi is warped with
romantic notions. Many see him as a sweet simpleton who
picked flowers and talked with animals. Francis was gentle and
loved God’s creation, but he was not naive. Just the opposite.
As a youth he went to war eagerly, patiently endured
imprisonment and illnesses, embraced Lady Poverty as his
bride, and gave up everything to follow Christ. The real St.
Francis of Assisi was a courageous spiritual warrior.

Francis’s vocation cost him dearly. Decision by decision he stripped himself of attachments so as to be
more like Jesus. Once en route to a war in southern Italy, Francis heard a divine voice invite him to stop
serving the servant and dedicate himself to the master. He responded by committing himself to live for
God alone. In his early twenties Francis decided to become like the poor he met in Assisi’s back streets
and took “Lady Poverty” as his bride. Then one day when Francis was praying in the dilapidated church of
St. Damian, he heard a voice from the crucifix say, “Go and repair my church.” At first Francis literally
worked to fix the building but later understood that his real call was to renew people spiritually. From
that day Francis devoted himself to Christ crucified. Francis’s father took him to the bishop’s court,
demanding that his son repay the money he had used to repair St. Damian’s church building. The saint
submitted, but then stripped naked, returning his clothes to his father as a sign that he forsook his family
and his inheritance.

Then Francis began his itinerant ministry in central Italy, attracting young followers as he went. Once in
1209 at Mass he heard the gospel about Jesus sending his disciples to preach, to heal, and to do spiritual
warfare. He took it literally as a life pattern for him and his band of men (see Matthew 10:7-10). In 1210,
Francis got formal approval for his community of Friars Minor from Pope Innocent Ill, and by 1221 he had
hundreds of brothers and had established friaries all over Europe. In 1224 at his retreat on Mount
Alvernia, Francis had a vision of a seraph, a great angel, nailed to a cross. As he watched, Francis himself
received the stigmata. Replicas of the Savior’s wounds appeared in his hands and side, acknowledging
the saint’s intimacy with Christ. The movement Francis launched has reverberated through the centuries,
touching millions of souls. He died in 1226.

from Voices of the Saints, by Bert Ghezzi

Our Lady of Hope Women'’s Fellowship will have their October Membership
Lunch meeting on Sunday, October 11 at 11:30 AM in the Parish Hall. If any
ladies in the parish would like to attend, please call Karen Joyce at 772-5300. She
needs to know how many people to plan for. Hope to see lots of ladies there!

www.ladyofhopemaine.org
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EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH
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\EXPERT INSTALLATION

/

* FREE no-obligation
design consultation

* CUSTOM-BUILT
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installation

* LIFETIME WARRANTY*
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SCHEDULE NOW:
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Be prepared before the next power outage.
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Receive a free 5-year warranty
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schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
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Our Lady of Hope, Portland, ME 3211
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