Knights of Columbus
Portland Council 101 – December 2021 – Volume III Issue 6

Our Lady of Hope Parish

“Love is shown more in deeds than in words.” ― St. Ignatius of Loyola

Monthly Meetings
Council 101 meets the first Wednesday of every month
from September through June in the Knights Room at
the St. Pius X church hall at 7 PM.

Grand Knight…………. Steven Capriola

Deputy Grand Knight… Jesse Senore

Financial Secretary…. Raymond DiDonato Sr

Chancellor………………… Dr. John Griffin

Recorder………………… William McLaughlin

Treasurer………………….. William Green

Advocate………………… James Willey

Warden…………………….. Christopher Brown

Lecturer…………………. Tom Luna

Outside Guard …………… Andrew Chapman

Inside Guard………….. Kevin Keniston

Trustee 1st Year………….. Charles Noyes

Trustee 2nd Year……… Paul Leblond

Trustee 3rd Year…………. William Welch
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From the Grand Knights Desk…
Our field agent is Chris Weiss. He can be reached at 207-691-1981 or
Chris.weiss@kofc.org
Remember to fill out Surge Reports for any activities that you have been
involved in, both within and beyond our parish. The form can be found at
https://maineknights.net/surge-form/. Contact Steve Capriola if you need
help filling out the form or would like us to fill it out for you.
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Our council has a Facebook page. If you have anything you would like to
share, please contact Peter Rickett at pmrickett@gmail.com. The link to
our Facebook page is: https://www.facebook.com/KOC101.
Do you have any news or photos you would like to share with other council
members through this newsletter? If so, send it via e-mail to Steve Capriola.
If you don’t have e-mail, give me a call. Contact information is below.
Our council meetings are held in the Knights room downstairs in the
St. Pius church hall. We ask that you wear a mask at our meetings to
help prevent the spread of the virus.
If you or anyone you know is in need of help during the current healthcare
crisis, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us! You can contact Steve
Capriola at 207-233-3565 or via e-mail at: sjcapri@maine.rr.com
Hoping you and your family continue to stay safe and healthy as we
continue to deal with the pandemic!
Steve Capriola – Grand Knight Council 101
Membership dues:
As the year comes to an end don’t forget to pay your membership dues for
next year. Notices have been sent out. Please send your payment to Ray
DiDonato at 29 Edwards St., Portland 04102. If you are undergoing a
financial or medical hardship, please contact Ray as you may have your
dues waived. You can contact him at 207-831-3494 or email at
raydidonatosr.1@gmail.com
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Council bottle fund:
Please drop off bottles and cans at John Brown’s house at 87 Whitney Ave.,
Portland (leave them behind the back porch) or give them to Chris Brown at
any of our council meetings. We have very limited fund raising activities
during the pandemic, so any funds that we can raise are especially
important to the council. God bless and thank you to all those who have
donated bottles and cans to help raise funds for our council!
Tootsie Roll drive:
Our annual Tootsie Roll drive was held outside the front doors of Evergreen
Credit Union’s locations on Riverside Street in Portland and Broadway in
South Portland on Saturday, October 23rd from 9 AM to 1 PM. We raised
$350 for people with intellectual disabilities. We thank Paul Leblond and
Evergreen Credit Union for allowing us to use their facilities and we thank
those members of our council who took on one hour time slots to accept
donations.
Council $100 raffle:
From Bill Green:
At our November meeting the Council voted to resume the $100 raffle. The
tickets have been printed and are ready for distribution. If you’d like tickets,
please call Bill Green at 807-6756. They will also be available at our
January 5 meeting. Remember, they make great Christmas gifts! We need
to sell a minimum of 75 tickets just to break even.
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We need help:
We are in need of people to step up to help our parish by serving funeral
masses. Doris Flaherty, who served at St. Joseph’s is no longer able to do
it. Bill Green is willing to provide training for anyone who can help. Please
call Bill at 807-6756.
Our Lady of Hope parish takeout dinner:
The Knights of Columbus will have our next takeout dinner on Saturday,
February 12th. This will be an important fund raiser for both Knights of
Columbus councils, 101 and 11257. Details will be forthcoming.
Nun’s Night:
Due to the pandemic, we will have to cancel our annual Nun’s Night
Christmas celebration at St. Pius for the second year in a row. In its place
we will bring Christmas to the nuns throughout southern Maine as we did
last year.
Thanks to Jesse and Mary Senore for purchasing gift bags, personalized
greeting cards and gifts. We also thank other members of our council and
council 11257 for buying gifts or making donations to purchase gifts for the
nuns. Thanks to the St. Vincent DePaul soup kitchen for donating gift items
for the nuns. A special thank you goes out to those members of our council
and spouses who put the 110 gift bags together on December 4th and to
Dana Dumond, Andy Chapman, Jesse Senore and Steve Capriola for
delivering the gift bags to the nuns.
Photos on next page: Members of council 101 and spouses put gift bags
together for 110 nuns in southern and central Maine on December 4th.
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Photo on left: gift
bags packed,
sorted and ready
to be taken to
five locations for
hand delivery to
110 nuns in
southern and
central Maine.

Maine State Council cash calendars:
The Maine State Council has distributer all of their cash calendars for 2022
to councils across the state. Our council has sold all our calendars. If you
would like to buy a calendar let us know. We may be able to get some from
another council. This is an important fund raiser for the Maine State Council.
Calendars are $10 each. You have 91 chances of winning cash prizes from
January 1st through April 1st of 2022. For tickets or more information contact
Steve Capriola at 233-3565.

ACTS Men’s Retreat – Nov. 18-21, 2021:

From Tom Luna:
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Twenty-six men attended our men’s ACTS retreat in November. Attendees
report that it was a very successful retreat. Members of Council 101 served
on the retreat team as well as providing external support. Thank you to all
who helped out!
Our next women’s ACTS retreat will be in May 2022. A leadership team has
been formed and is currently working toward securing a retreat location and
forming a team to plan and present the retreat. The director for our women’s
retreat is Cathy Mullaney. We will be providing external support for this
retreat as well.

Festival of Trees and Silent Auction:
Our Lady of Hope Parish hosted a Thanks4Giving Silent Auction and Tree
Festival on Saturday November 6th. Over 100 people attended the Silent
Auction during the evening as well as many people who stopped by during
the day to buy chances to win one of 11 Christmas trees with many gifts
based on various themes. We raised over $16,200 for Our Lady of Hope
parish! Many thanks to Paul Leblond for organizing and running this well
received event. Special thanks go out to the many businesses that donated
gifts and Maria’s restaurant for letting us use their liquor license in order to
serve wine and beer. We thank Jesse Senore for purchasing and putting
together the Christmas tree with a tool theme donated by our council. We
also thank our brother Knights and other parishioners who helped out
setting up, running the event and cleaning up afterwards. This would not
have been the huge success it was without the time, talents and treasurers
donated by so many!
Ringing bells for the Salvation Army:
Our council assisted with ringing bells for the Salvation Army at the Maine
Mall for an hour each day on December 8th, 9th and 10th. Thanks to John
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Brown for organizing volunteers for this important fundraiser for the
Salvation Army and thanks to our volunteer brother Knights who took time
out during the holiday season to ring bells for an hour to raise money for the
Salvation Army!
Backpack weekend:
Thanks to David Reese, we received over 60 backpacks this year on
backpack weekend at Our Lady of Hope parish. This provided a total of 150
backpacks for the St. Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen. On Friday, December
10th, the soup kitchen gave out over 63 backpacks with T-shirts, socks,
underwear, scarves, gloves, toothpaste and toothbrushes. The soup kitchen
will continue handing out backpacks until they run out. There were a lot of
grateful people who were able to pick up a backpack at the soup kitchen.
Wreaths Across America:
The Wreaths Across America came to Portland at Cheverus High school on
Sunday, Dec 12th at 7 PM. Guest speakers included a WWII veteran, 100
year old Arthur Babineau and his 97 year old wife, Alphena (they have been
married for 77 years!); and Mark Holmquist, Scarborough chief of police and
a former Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Sentinel. The Knights of Columbus
4th degree color guard was present and music was provided by the
Claddagh - Mohr Pip & Drum Band with a special performance by Don
Campbell. A special recognition goes out to brother Knight Kevin Haley, a
Portland police officer and graduate of Cheverus High School, who is
responsible for Cheverus hosting this event.
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Photos above: about ten tractor trailers arrive on Ocean Avenue in front of
Cheverus High School with thousands of wreaths bound for Arlington
Cemetery.

Photos above: Knights of Columbus 4th degree color guard and the
Claddagh – Mohr Pipe & Drum band in the Cheverus gym.
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Photo on left: special
Wreaths Across
America guest
speakers Arthur and
Alphena Babineau,
World War II veteran
and a former “Wendy
the Welder” (akin to
Rosie the Riveter).

Please pray for:
Rev. Robert Regan, long time and beloved priest at Our Lady of Hope
Parish (previously at St. Pius X church), who passed away December 2nd.
May he rest in peace with our Lord. You can read his obituary here with
more information here.
Mary Vessey, who passed away November 27th. We send our
condolences to her family, especially to her husband and longtime brother
Knight, Richard Vessey. May she rest in peace with our Lord. Her obituary
can be seen here.
Lori Bobinsky, wife of brother Knight, Michael Bobinsky. Lori was very
recently diagnosed with cancer and is undergoing radiation treatments and
chemotherapy. Let’s keep Lori in our prayers as she undergoes this
aggressive treatment to battle the cancer.
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Quotes:
“The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even
touched. They must be felt with the heart. Wishing you happiness.”
Helen Keller
"The best Christmas gift is to realize how much you already have."
Author unknown
“Christmas can’t be bought from a store. Maybe Christmas means a little bit more.”
Dr. Seuss
“It’s not how much we give but how much love we put into giving.”
Mother Theresa

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he
shall save his people from their sins.”
Matthew 1:21

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ
the Lord.”
Luke 2:11
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December birthdays and anniversaries:
We send our best wishes to the following brother Knights celebrating a
birthday this month: Edward Anania, Jr., Brian Beattie, Ethan Blanchette,
Theodore Borduas, Steven Capriola, Michael Legage, Thomas Luna,
Joseph Mack, Raymond Pomerleau, Louis Savard, Andrew Smith, Rocco
St. Clair and Adam Walker.
Those members celebrating the anniversary of becoming a Knight in the
month of December are Ryan Hutchins and Eric Trombley (7-year
anniversary), Jason Jendrasko (8 years), Richard Corey (9 years), James
Willey, Jr. (10 years), Benjamin Schulz (13 years), Lawrence Beattie (20
years; Anthony Doman (24 years) and Peter Rickett (39 years). Dr. Donald
Verrier and Charles Sudbay, Jr. are celebrating their 62nd anniversary of
becoming a member of the Knights of Columbus!
Congratulations, gentlemen!

Merry Christmas:

We wish every member of our council and their families a very Merry and
Holy Christmas! May you all be blessed with a happy, healthy and
prosperous New Year!
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